





Education

Early childhood educa-
tion is  key. Pre-
academic abilities are
strongly' associated with
social and. economic
circumstances and pre-

dictive of subsequent
academic performance. JamCS CambC” HS

This creates a lag behind in further

reading and math knowledge and skills later in school, and then in
life. Closing the gap is the goal of the now established Keiki First
Steps and Pre-Plus Programs early learning system. This investment
has been shown elsewhere to produce significant, long-term benefits
for children, including improved school success, decreased dropout
rates, reduced crime, and increased workforce preparedness and

Environment

An expedited review and action process is established
for state and county permits required for the siting,
development, construction and operation of a new re-
newable energy facility of at least 200 MW, to help the

state decrease its de-

productivity. SB 2878, Early
Learning.

About 1600 new teachers are
hired each year, but one-third
leave teaching after three
years, and nearly half will leave
within five years. The primary
reported reason for leaving is
dissatisfaction with an overall
lack of professional support.

Funding professional develop-
ment efforts is an attempt to Kconc’ula ES
counteract'the trend. Focus in

this area has been shown to help hard-to-fill schools nurture their
own future teachers, better prepare teacher candidates to teach,
have a positive affect on achievement.in Gr. Pre-K to 12, and improve
teacher retention. SB 3252, Teacher Recruitment and Retention.

pendence on fossil ‘fu-
els. HB 2863, Renew-
able ~ Energy _ Facility

Siting Process

A conservation incen-
tive tax credit is avail-
able to landowners
who donate the fee
simple interest of land
to the State for conser-
vation or preservation,

Energy

.Hawaii's economic viability is dependent on affordable energy. Tax
credits to encourage solar water heaters have not resulted in as
many systems being installed'as are needed to significantly decrease
dependence on fossil fuel. SB 644 seeks to provide the public benefit
of working toward economic viability and protection against the
volatile-priced energy market by requiring solar water heaters. SB
644, Solar Energy Devices; Water Heating; Residential; Tax Credit.

or who voluntarily in-
vest management of land under a legal instrument for
these purposes. SB 2198, Land Conservation.

Landfills on all islands are approaching or have already
reached maximum capacity, and the NIMBY factor
makes it difficult for the counties to find alternative
landfills. Public schools are among the largest institu-
tional sources of food waste. A three-year pilot project
in schools to recycle food waste to reduce the amount
sent to landfills is created. SB 871, Food Waste Recy-

cling.

Clotheslines will be allowed on privately-owned single-
family homes or townhouses, to help consumers save
energy and save on electric bills. SB 2933, Household

Energy Demand.
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Health Care and Human Services

The Director of Health is authorized to
establish a statewide organ donor
registry with a centralized database
and automated system that allows
individuals to register as organ donors
24/7, in coordination with the depart-
ment of transportation, county motor
Agriculture Government Operations vehicle agencies, attorneys, and organ

donation awareness programs. HB

Farms would be allowed to oper- The Dept. of Transportation will identify state 2366, Organ Donor Registry.

ate agricultural energy facilities and county intersections where the crossing

provided that they continue agri- time is insufficient for elderly pedestrians, Long term care policy goals and guid-

culture is their primary activity. and implement immediate improvements to ing principles for Hawaii are estab-

SB 2849, Agricultural Lands. high risk crosswalks and road crossings. HB lished, and a commission created to
357, Traffic Safety. identify needed reforms.  SB 3255,

Long Term Care.

.| The Department of Human Services
H is required to apply to the federal
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services to allow eligible person to
receive Medicaid funds for nursing
1 home care to remain at home to
receive care. HB 2062, Long Term
| Care.

[ wa Bcach F.5. b

f| Post-partum and interconception
care to six months will be available
‘| to women in the QUEST program.

| HB 2761, Women’s Health .




