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SENATOR QUESTIONS ACTIONS 

 This morning as I was coming to work, it was strange to see the Iolani Palace 

entrances locked and guards manning the area.  I went to one of the entrances to go to the 

Iolani Palace grounds and was not allowed to proceed because I was not Hawaiian.  

Apparently, individuals with the Kingdom of Hawaii had taken over the state property.  As 

Chairman of the Public Safety Committee, I was concerned that our law enforcement division 

– the sheriffs and the Honolulu Police Department -- were not present.  During discussions 

with two of the Kingdom of Hawaii guards, I was informed that the State had been notified 

that these actions were going to occur.  My questions to the State Administration are:   

• Why were these individuals allowed to take control of Iolani Palace grounds? 

• I was informed the State Archives staff were told to go home, causing a disruption of 

government operations.  Why was this allowed to happen? 

• In light of information that the State knew about the takeover in advance, where were 

law enforcement? 

 I understand the concerns of some Native Hawaiians and I am sensitive to the issues 

that affect them. Moreover, I support peaceful protests.  However, when their actions affect 

state government operations and personnel, our state leaders must be held accountable for 

their action or inaction.  The DLNR controls the state property that is under siege, and the 

Sheriff's office protects state property, yet as of 12 noon it appears the State has done 

nothing to remove these individuals.  I have placed calls to Laura Thielen, Director of DLNR 

and Sheriff John Lum, and am awaiting their response. 
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