/ ) 20th Senate District
\ \All]_\\PLIU

o Q’ o

N

Watch oOoOEspero ConvVv  yovember 2009
Olelo Ch. 54, Sundays at 9:30 pm

LEA SALONGA HONORED

World-renowned actress and singer Lea Salonga was honored b
Philippine Consulate General recently, for her accomplishments i
performing arts. Miss Salonga began her career on the London std#
the young, unknown novice tapped in a worldwide talent search to
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CHINA VISITORS

Senator David Ige and Espero had the opportunity to discuss healt/fFgesasass=
and budget issues with sixteen government officials from the Ministj
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China market is expected to be a huge contributor to tourism in the
future.

DAVID KILGOUR

David Kilgour, a retired Canadian Member of Parliament (MP), spg
the UHManoa about organ harvesting in China on practitioners of H
Gong. An MP from 1979 to 2006, Mr. Kilgour focused on foreign &
issues and was Secretary of State frb®97to 2003 His booka . f 2 3
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violation of human rights in China.

DR. AND MRS. POWERS CELEBRATE 50TH ANNIVERS

Dr. Gerald and Gwen Powers of Ewa Beach recently celebrated their
wedding anniversary. Retired as an officer from the Air Force, Dr. Power
works at the Convalescent Center of Honolulu and advocates for senior ¢
at the Legislature. Both continue to be active in charity work and enjoy
and traveling. Senator Espero was honored to attend their celebration.

THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving is a time for counting our blessings, especially with the economy in its current state. We can
thankful for our loved ones, our friends, jobs to support our families, our general good health, and a compmunit
that is finding the energy to live shared values of respect, caring, honesty, and responsibility as Waipahu schi
complex members recently did. As we give thanks for waking up each day and living in beautiful Hawaii, let
not forget the less fortunate and needy in our community. Moreover, we are thankful for our soldiers who are
protecting our freedom. My God watch over and protect them.




FURLOUGH FRIDAY

Senator Espero has been active in seeking to curb the Friday
Furloughs of our public schoolsle initiated a petition in the
Senate to support a special session to deal with the education
crisis. Parent groups expressed their outrage at the closing of
schools. Members of the House of Representatives also began a
petition to support a special session. Senate President Colleen
Hanabusa appointed Senator Espero as -¢iwar of a Special
Senate Committee on Approaches to Furlough Fridays. After
several hearings, meetings, and lengthy discussions, Governor
Lingle stated she would consider funds from the Rainy Day Fund
to stop Friday Furloughs in our public schools if an agreement
can be reached with the union#s of this writing, no definitive plan has been approved or adopted.
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¥~ Senator Espero joined other legislators and commy
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%8 cvent recalls and honors the memory of those who w
"‘; killed by domestic abuse. Its goal is to raise awarenes:
M try to curb the incidence of these criminal acts.
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII

Senator Espero spoke to University of Hawaii
students about Furlough Fridays, the state
budget, and the future rail transit system. He is
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CHARITY WALK

John Cummings, Tofi Mika Jr., and Yvette
recently completed a 135 miles walk arod
Oahu to raise funds for our disabled vetera
With them is Sgt. Suulavi Tuimalealiifano.

WAIPAHU COMMUNITY COMPLEX

D

The Waipahu School Complex held a networking meeting gt th
Leeward YMCA to address how to live the four core valugs (
respect, responsibility, honesty, and caring in the community.
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