
 

Watch òEspero Conversationó 

Olelo Ch. 54, Sundays at 9:30 pm  

December  2009 

L E G I S L A T I V E  

C O N N E C T I O N  

KEEPING THE HOLIDAYS HAPPY 

 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving recently held a vigil to honor those who were injured or killed by drunk drivers.  
While it is a time for enjoying the company of family and friends, each of us should be responsible and maintain 
ƻǳǊ ŀƭŜǊǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ 

EWA FIELD  
 

Senator Espero spoke in remembrance of the December 7, 1941 attack 
on Hawaii by Japanese forces. In the early morning, nine Zero aircraft 
fighter flew low over the unsuspecting Marine Corps Air Station at Ewa 
Field, destroying many of the 49 American craft there. The air raid was 
strategically planned to neutralize interception and response to the 
later strike on Pearl Harbor. Senator Espero is working with others to 
preserve this battlefield. 

HALE O ULU 
 

Senator Espero volunteered his time this semester as an instructor and  
ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ 9ǿŀΩǎ IŀƭŜ hƭǳ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ 
current events, and Haiku. 

GOING HOME 
 

The Big Island has taken a comprehensive approach to re-integrating 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƛƴƳŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜΦ  άDƻƛƴƎ IƻƳŜέ 
is the name given to these efforts.  The complex needs of this group 
incorporates employment and training, education, transportation, 
housing, substance abuse, and mental health services. 

FURLOUGH FRIDAYS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

It is unfortunate that negotiations between the Governor and HSTA have broken down.  Senator Espero will 
continue his efforts to increase school days and reduce the Friday furloughs of schools.  One possible option is 
to introduce a bill next session mandating no fewer than 180 classroom instructional days next year. 



EWA BEACH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NAMED HAWAII BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 
 

The Hawaii Distinguished Schools Program honors elementary and secondary schools whose students 
achieve at the highest levels or that demonstrate significant progress in closing the achievement gap.  Ewa 
.ŜŀŎƘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ό9.9{ύ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƭǳŜ wƛōōƻƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  9.9{ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŀ 
nominee to the No Child Left Behind National Blue Ribbon Schools Program.  The award came with a $3000 
ǇǊƛȊŜΦ  9ǿŀ .ŜŀŎƘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŀǘƘ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ пф҈ ǘƻ ул҈ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ уф҈Φ 

ROBOTICS 
 

WŀƳŜǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻōƻǘƛŎǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŀŎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
Pan-Pacific Competition. The Sabers put their engineering 
know-how to the test as their robot accomplished the task for 
this year.  The VEX program is one of several STEM programs 
that foster interest in science, technology, engineering, and 
math.  VEX competitions promote development of essential 
skills such as teamwork and leadership.   

GOODBYE, MR. PANG  
 

Award winning Holomua Principal Norman Pang 
is saying aloha to education as he retires from a 
distinguished 38-year career as an administrator 
and teacher.  Staff, students, and teachers 
threw a surprise farewell ceremony for Mr. 
Pang.  They will miss his supportiveness, sense 
of teamwork, cheerleader spirit, leadership, and 
energy.   

VIRGINIA      
 

{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ 9ǎǇŜǊƻΩǎ ǎƻƴ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ aŀǊƛƴŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦{a/ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ 
Candidate School in Quantico, Virginia on December 10.  Pictured are 
Senator Espero, his son Sean (left) and his nephew Chad Tabiolo.   

TESORO      
 
Sen. Espero attended a Tesoro briefing with Rick 
Weyen, Vice-President of Renewable Energy, to 
ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ŜǎƻǊƻΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎ 
ǘƻ άDǊŜŜƴέ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 
energy products. 


