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L E G I S L A T I V E  

C O N N E C T I O N  

FORT WEAVER ROAD WIDENING COMPLETED 

In 2001 Senator Espero and Representative Romy Mindo secured $39,000,000 to widen Fort Weaver Road and 
another $10,700,000 in 2002. The Senator was a member of the Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(OMPO), Ways & Means Committee, and Transportation Committee.  These committees were key to securing 
funds. OMPO is responsible for all federal transportation funds for Oahu. The project was done December 2009. 

EWA FIELD  

Senator Espero spoke in remembrance of the December 7, 1941 attack on 
Hawaii by Japanese forces. In the pre-dawn hours, nine Mitsubishi fighters 
destroyed many of the 49 American planes at the unsuspecting Marine 
Corps Air Station in Ewa. The raid was strategically planned to neutralize 
interception and response to the later, fateful Japanese air strike on Pearl 
Harbor.  Senator Espero is working with others to preserve this battlefield. 

NEXT...NORTH SOUTH ROAD 

As chair (twice) and a member of OMPO, Senator Espero made North-South Road a priority in 2000.  North-
South Road provides another access road into and out of Ewa Beach via Kapolei Parkway and H1.  In 2001, his 
advocacy for the Fort Weaver Road widening and the North-South Road construction made both eligible for 
federal funding.  He also secured state funding of $24 million in 2004, $35.5 million in 2005, $86 million in 2006, 
and $55 million in 2007 for the different phases of construction.  His efforts made it possible for North-South 
Road to break ground in 2004.  It is expected to open next month.    

FURLOUGH FRIDAYS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

It is unfortunate that negotiations between the Governor and HSTA have faltered.  Senator Espero will continue 
his efforts to increase school days and reduce the Friday furloughs of schools.  One possibility is to introduce a 
bill next session mandating no fewer than 180 classroom instructional days next year. 

EWA MAKAI MIDDLE SCHOOL 

In 2007, Senator Espero secured $68 million to 
construct Ewa Makai Middle School. It is expected 
to open in January 2011. 

HALE O ULU 
Senator Espero volunteered this semester as an instructor and speaker at 
9ǿŀΩǎ IŀƭŜ hƭǳ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  IŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ IŀƛƪǳΦ 
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EWA MAHIKO PARK 

Ewa Mahiko Park recently broke ground for its new 
facilities.  The $8.3 million project will include a 10,440 
square foot gymnasium, multi-purpose building, two 
basketball courts, four tennis courts, two volleyball 
courts, lighting for all the courts, accessible walkways, 
and a 235-stall lighted parking lot. The park is ex-
pected to open in late 2011. 

HOLOMUA ROBOTICS 

Senator Espero attended the First Lego Competition at the Neal S. 
.ƭŀƛǎŘŜƭƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ IƻƭƻƳǳŀ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
robotics team.  The whiz kids enjoy building and making the robots 
accomplish the tasks before them. The team is actively involved in  
competitions around the state.   

EWA BEACH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NAMED HAWAII BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 

The Hawaii Distinguished Schools Program honors elementary and secondary schools whose students 
achieve at the highest levels or that demonstrate significant progress in closing the achievement gap.  Ewa 
.ŜŀŎƘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ό9.9{ύ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƭǳŜ wƛōōƻƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  9.9{ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŀ 
nominee to the No Child Left Behind National Blue Ribbon Schools Program.  The award came with a $3000 
ǇǊƛȊŜΦ  9ǿŀ .ŜŀŎƘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳŀǘƘ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ǊƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ пф҈ ǘƻ ул҈ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ уф҈Φ 

JAMES CAMPBELL HIGH SCHOOL ROBOTICS 

WŀƳŜǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊƻōƻǘƛŎǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŀŎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
Pan-Pacific Competition. The Sabers put their engineering 
know-how to the test as their robot accomplished the task for 
this year.  The VEX program is one of several STEM programs 
that foster interest in science, technology, engineering, and 
math.  VEX competitions promote development of essential 
skills such as teamwork and leadership.  The JCHS Sabers will 
compete in the World Championship in Dallas next spring. 

MESSAGE FROM SENATOR ESPERO  
The 2010 Session is upon us.  The Legislature is primed to deal with many issues, 
with the economy and its impact on the State budget at the forefront of the list.  As 
always I continue to work hard to promote the well -being of our district and the 
concerns of our residents.  If there is anything I can assist you with, please call my 
office at 586-6360 or send an e-mail at senespero@capitol.hawaii.gov.   

NEW SECOND LIEUTENANT  
{ŜƴŀǘƻǊ 9ǎǇŜǊƻΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΣ {ŜŀƴΣ  ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ {ŜŎƻƴŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ 
from the USMC Officer Candidate School in Quantico, Virginia on December 10, 2009.  
IŜǊŜΣ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ 9ǎǇŜǊƻ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ Ǉƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƴƛŀ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΦ   


